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Instructions for Completing This Template
This template is issued under the CERT Registry Rulebook (CERT-REG-001). Instructions and guidance are formatted in gray italics and must be deleted from the final document. If a section is not applicable, retain the heading and justify why it is not applicable; do not simply write "not applicable" and do not delete the section.
	Item
	Requirement

	File name
	CERT_VR_[ProjectID]_[DDMMMYYYY]_vX.Y

	File type
	Non-editable PDF for submission; editable copy retained by the proponent

	Language
	English (supporting evidence may be in original language with summary translation)

	Rules reference
	CERT Registry Rulebook (CERT-REG-001) and the applied CERT methodology; this template does not replace the rules

	Instruction terms
	"State" = facts only; "Describe" = narrative; "Explain" = reasoning; "Justify" = evidence-based demonstration an auditor can assess; "Attach" = appendix or separate document; "Select" = choose option


New template versions are issued when the underlying CERT rules change. Confirm you are using the current version in the CERT Document Library before submission. Verification report submissions prepared on superseded template versions may be returned.
Verification Report Summary Table
Fill out the table.
	Field
	Entry

	Project name / CERT Project ID
	

	Project proponent
	

	Validation/verification body (VVB)
	

	VVB accreditation (body, scope, expiry)
	[ISO/IEC 17029 and ISO 14065 accreditation via IAF-member body; CERT sector approval reference]

	Team leader / team members
	

	Independent technical reviewer
	

	Applied methodology (ID, version)
	

	Monitoring period covered (if applicable)
	[DD-MMM-YYYY to DD-MMM-YYYY]

	Report date / version
	


1. Introduction
1.1 Objective
State the objective of the verification engagement, including the intended use of the report by CERT for registration and/or CRU issuance decisions under the CERT Registry Rulebook (CERT-REG-001).
[Response]
1.2 Scope and Criteria
State the scope (GHG statement, boundary, period) and the criteria: the CERT Registry Rulebook, the applied CERT methodology and tools, and ISO 14064-3. State the version of each criterion applied.
[Response]
1.3 Level of Assurance and Materiality
State the level of assurance (reasonable assurance is required for issuance) and the applicable materiality threshold under Rulebook 6.4 (5% below 300,000 CRUs/year; 2% at or above). Explain how assurance was obtained.
[Response]
1.4 Summary Description of the Project
[Response]
2. Verification Process
2.1 Method and Criteria
Describe the risk-based approach per ISO 14064-3: strategic analysis, risk assessment, evidence-gathering plan, and sampling approach (with sampling rationale where instances were sampled).
[Response]
2.2 Document Review
List documents reviewed (with versions) and describe how documentation was cross-checked against evidence and registry records.
[Response]
2.3 Interviews
Fill out the table for interviews conducted.
	Name
	Organisation / role
	Topics
	Date

	
	
	
	


2.4 Site Visits
Describe site visits (locations, dates, activities observed, measurements witnessed). Where remote means (including satellite or sensor data review) supplemented or replaced physical visits, justify per the applied methodology and Rulebook.
[Response]
2.5 Resolution of Findings (CARs, CLs, FARs)
Describe the process for raising and closing Corrective Action Requests, Clarification Requests and Forward Action Requests. List all findings and their resolution in Appendix 2. State any findings remaining open and their effect on the opinion.
[Response]
2.6 Impartiality and Independence
Confirm compliance with CERT rotation limits (Rulebook 6.2) and the VVB’s impartiality requirements under ISO/IEC 17029; disclose and justify any threats identified and safeguards applied. Confirm no member of the team has provided consultancy to the proponent (Accreditation Manual, CERT-REG-006).
[Response]
3. Findings on Project Changes Since Registration
3.1 Monitoring/Measurement Deviations
Assess any deviation reported in the monitoring report (CERT-TMP-003 §3.5): confirm it does not affect applicability, baseline, additionality or quantification methods and does not reduce conservativeness. State the conclusion.
[Response]
3.2 Project Description Deviations
Assess any deviation from the registered project description and whether an updated project description is required under the Rulebook.
[Response]
3.3 New Instances in Grouped Projects
For each instance added, assess conformance with the registered eligibility criteria; state sampling approach and conclusions.
[Response]
3.4 Baseline Reassessment (Crediting Period Renewal Only)
Where applicable, assess the baseline reassessment against the current methodology version; otherwise state "Not applicable".
[Response]
4. Verification Findings
4.1 Implementation Status
Present findings on the implementation status reported, including operational evidence observed and any loss or reversal events. For reversal events, confirm quantification and — by project family — the Buffer Pool compensation (nature-based, Rulebook 10.2) or the proponent replacement plan (non-nature-based storage, Rulebook 10.2A).
[Response]
4.2 Project Details and Registry Declarations
Present findings on the accuracy of project details, double counting declarations (including any cross-programme checks performed), Article 6 status statements, and ownership continuity (change of control, Rulebook 2.4).
[Response]
4.3 Safeguards and Stakeholder Engagement
Present findings on safeguards performance during the period: grievance channel operation, any grievances received and their handling, compliance with FPIC-related commitments, and environmental/social risk mitigation implementation.
[Response]
4.4 Monitoring Plan Implementation
Present findings on monitoring plan conformance: equipment and calibration evidence, data management and QA/QC, digital MRV data integrity, data gaps and the conservativeness of gap-filling.
[Response]
4.5 Quantification of Reductions and Removals
Present findings on the quantification: recalculation results, parameter verification, emission factor sources and vintages, leakage, uncertainty treatment and buffer deduction (nature-based only). State all discrepancies found and their resolution, applying discrepancies conservatively (Rulebook 6.4).
[Response]
5. Verification Opinion
5.1 Conclusion Summary
State the opinion: whether the GHG statement for the monitoring period is fairly stated, in all material respects, in accordance with the CERT Registry Rulebook, the applied methodology and ISO 14064-3, at reasonable assurance and within the applicable materiality threshold. Any qualification, limitation or emphasis of matter must be stated here in full.
[Response]
5.2 Conclusion on Achieved Reductions and Removals
Fill out the table with the verified quantities by vintage year.
	Vintage year
	Verified baseline (tCO2e)
	Verified project (tCO2e)
	Verified leakage (tCO2e)
	Buffer deduction
	Verified net CRUs

	[YYYY]
	
	
	
	[NBS only]
	

	Total
	
	
	
	
	


5.3 Ex-Ante vs Ex-Post Comparison
Compare verified results with ex-ante estimates and assess the reasonableness of explanations for material differences (>10%).
[Response]
5.4 Declaration
Signed declaration of the team leader and independent technical reviewer: the engagement was conducted in accordance with ISO 14064-3 under the VVB’s ISO/IEC 17029 and ISO 14065 accreditation and CERT approval; the VVB owes its duty of care to CERT and the public (Rulebook 6.3); and the opinion is given without any undisclosed conflict of interest.
	
	Team Leader
	Independent Technical Reviewer

	Name
	
	

	Signature
	
	

	Date
	
	


Appendix 1: Sensitive Information
As per CERT-TMP-001 Appendix 1 rules.
[Response]
Appendix 2: List of CARs, CLs and FARs Raised
	ID
	Type
	Section
	Finding
	Proponent response
	Resolution / status

	
	
	
	
	
	


Appendix 3: Competence of Team Members and Technical Reviewers
For each team member: role, qualifications, sectoral competence claims, and CERT/ISO 14066 competence basis.
	Name
	Role
	Qualifications / competence
	Sector scope

	
	
	
	


Appendix X: [Title of Appendix]
[Response]
Page  · © 2026 Certified Emissions Reduction Technologies Foundation · Draft for Consultation
2880dc010f357a0c444a28c993e7e0d3d567bd13.png
N\




